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NACAA AM/PIC in Greensboro—Outstanding Event!

Karen Neill, Mark Tucker and the North Carolina association organized and conducted an outstanding
annual meeting and professional improvement conference. The Sheraton Greensboro Four Season Hotel
was filled with almost 1500 attendees including county agents, spouses, sons and daughters, life members
and spouses, guests and Extension administrators.

The 2008 AM/PIC provided attendees with a great opportunity to increase their knowledge and
professional skills, including seminars, posters, peer-reviewed papers, and educational tours.

The highlight of the AM/PIC was the presentation of Distinguished Service Awards at the Annual
Banquet. In addition, 51 county agents with less than ten years of service were recognized for their
contributions to Extension and county clientele as Achievement Award recipients. See pages five and six
for a list of recipients from the Southern Region.

NACAA voting delegates took up several important issues, not the least of which was the selection of

officers for 2008-2009. The Voting Delegates elected the following officers for 2008-09:

Rick Gibson President

Phil Pratt President-Elect

Stan Moore Vice-President

Henry Dorough Secretary

Paul Wigley Treasurer

N. Fred Miller Immediate Past President

The delegates also chose South Carolina (Charleston) as host sight for the 2012 AM/PIC. Alan Gallaway,
Tennessee was installed as the new Southern Region Director and Billy Skaggs, Georgia was elected as the
new Southern Region Vice-Director.

The voting delegates ratified a change in the bylaws to allow for NACAA board meetings to take place
via conference call or computer conferencing technology. Article 12, section la now reads “The NACAA
board and associated committees are authorized to conduct official business electronically as long as
the technology used allows for all participants to be positively identified while at the same time allow
for the opportunity for simultaneous communication among all participants.” Since the advancement of
technology this would allow the NACAA Board and associated committees to do the work of the
organization in a very timely and efficient manner.

Under board direction, the electronic journal committee has implemented a peer reviewed refereed
electronic journal for NACAA members known as the Journal of NACAA. In this journal, members will be
able to publish the results of demonstration projects and applied research relative to our profession. The
intent is to publish in the spring of each year and to focus on the 7 categories similar to Search for
Excellence. More developments will be available this fall. This year, twenty-two individuals applied and
eighteen were accepted. As interest in the Journal grows, it is the hope of the committee and the board

that the Journal of NACAA can be published twice annually.



2008 NACAA AM/PIC — Evaluation of Professional Improvement Programs
Phillip Pratt, NACAA President Elect

The National Association of County Agricultural Agents (NACAA) is very proud of the professional
improvement programs offered at its recent Annual Meeting and Professional Improvement Conference
(AM/PIC) held in Greensboro, NC July 13 - 17, 2008. NACAA is committed to the professional
improvement of its members and Cooperative Extension Educators across the nation. AM/PIC workshop
and seminar participants are surveyed to help assess the relevance and quality of the educational
programs and determine if NACAA is meeting its goal of providing needed and effective professional
improvement programs.

Each day of the 2008 NACAA AM/PIC offered professional improvement opportunities that enhanced
participant’s extension skills and subject matter knowledge. In 2008, NACAA members were able to
select from 124 professional improvement presentations. A majority of the presentations were made by
NACAA members and highlighted successful programs conducted in their home county or regional
assignment area. The professional improvement training workshop/seminars provided over 80 hours of
training opportunities.

Summary of Professional Improvement Session Evaluations
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An overall survey of the 2008 AM/PIC indicated 66% of the responders rated the meeting as “excellent
and 31% rated it as “good”. Overall quality of the professional improvement program was rated as
“excellent” by 54.8% of the responders and “good” by 30.6 %. Fifty four professional improvement
sessions were evaluated and 1428 total evaluations were completed and returned.

1. 66% of respondents stated their knowledge had increased or significantly increased as a result
of their participation in these seminars/workshops.

2. 77% of responding members indicated they attended a particular session because the subject
matter was relevant to their Extension programming and they desired to expand their
knowledge of the subject matter.

3. 95% of respondents indicated they had learned at least one new idea as a result of
participation in the workshops/seminars and 42% of those responding indicated they learned
3 or more new ideas.

4.  89% of respondents responded the level of technical subject matter presented met or exceeded
their expectations for the particular seminar or workshop.

5. 62% of participants indicated the seminars/workshops were unique to the NACAA AM/PIC.

6. 92% of participants indicated the seminars/workshops helped improve their subject matter
expertise.
1. The classifications of the respondents are: 75% county or field staff; 21% area or state

specialists; 3% administrators; and 1% retirees or other.

Results of the survey indicated a significant portion (35%) of AM/PIC attendees were in the early
stages of their Extension career. The demographic breakdown of respondents is: 23% with 5 years
or less of Extension experience; 16% with 6 to 10 years; 15% with 11 to 15 years; 11% with 16 to 20

years; and 35% having 21 or more years.

Poster Session

The 2008 Poster Session included a record number of educational posters. 110 posters were
displayed during the AM/PIC. 47 posters were classified as Applied Research and 63 were classified
as Extension Education posters. The posters were displayed in a high traffic area and were visited
by a large number of AM/PIC participants. The AM/PIC survey indicated 91% of responders

viewed the posters. 34.2% rated the poster session as “excellent” and 56.3% rated it as “good”.



JCEP 2008 Regional Leadership Workshop

Southern Region Workshop, February 10-12, 2009

Regal Sun Resort, Orlando, Florida

The regional workshop provides an opportunity to receive updates from the NACAA, other states in the
region and from USDA-CREES personnel. Visit www.jcep.org for more information. The registration
website is not open yet, but should be activated soon.

Public Issues Leadership Development Conference

April 27-29, 2009
Key Bridge Marriott, Arlington Virginia

* See additional information on page seven.

Awards Deadlines

State Recognition and Awards Chairs should be reminded to stay on top of the DSA, AA and Hall of
Fame awards process. State Chairs will need to send the forms to their committee regional vice-chair by
January 1, 2009. For questions about these awards, contact the NACAA Recognition and Awards Chair,
Todd Lorenz of Missouri (lorenzt@missouri.edu) or Southern Region R&A Vice-Chair, Cynthia Gregg of

Virginia (cgregg@vt.edu).

NACAA Officers

President Rick Gibson, Arizona
President-Elect Phil Pratt, Oklahoma
Vice-President Stan Moore, Michigan
Secretary Henry Dorough, Alabama
Treasurer Paul Wigley, Georgia
Past President N. Fred Miller

NACAA Southern Region Directors: (with contact information)
Director, Dirk Webb, Ph. 580-832-3356, Email: dirk.webb@okstate.edu
Director, Alan B. Galloway, Ph. 931-526-4561, Email: abgallowav@utk.edu
Vice Director, Charles Davis, Ph. 803.874.2354, Email : cdvs@clemson.edu
Vice Director, Billy Skaggs, Ph. 770-535-8293, Email: bskaggs@hallcounty.org

NACAA Annual Meeting Dates

Year Location Dates
2009 Portland, Oregon Sept 20-24
2010 Tulsa, Oklahoma July 11-15
2011 Overland Park, Kansas Aug. 7-11

2012 Charleston, South Carolina July (TBD)



State Meeting Schedule

Posted below is the current schedule of State association meeting and the NACAA Southern region
director assigned to attend. Please review the schedule and notify the regional director listed of any errors
or changes.

2008- 2009 NACAA SOUTHERN REGION STATE MEETINGS

STATE DATES LOCATION ATTENDING
DIRECTOR
ALABAMA June 3-5, 2009 Demopolis Galloway
ARKANSAS Late March, 2009 Mountain Home Galloway
FLORIDA August, 2008 Orlando Galloway
GEORGIA November 17 - 19, 2008 Gainesville Webb
KENTUCKY July,2009 Lexington Area Webb
LOUISIANA First week of June 2009 Laferetta Galloway
MISSISSIPPI November 4, 2008 Starkville Galloway
NORTH CAROLINA North Central Webb
District
OKLAHOMA July 8-10, 2009 Stillwater Galloway
SOUTH CAROLINA June 2009 Webb
TENNESSEE April 15-17, 2009 Manchester Galloway
TEXAS August 3-6, 2008 Amarillo Webb
VIRGINIA January 22 2009 Blacksburg Galloway

Compiled by: Billy Skaggs, Southern Region Vice-Director




Alabama
Michael A. Davis
John S. Pulliam

Arkansas
Andy Vangilder
Carla Vaught

Florida

Jacque W. Breman
Gerald R Edmondson
Eugene McAvoy

Georgia

Jim F. Crawford
Ricky Ensley

Laura Perry Johnson
John H. Pope

Kentucky
Susan Fox
Greg Tompkins

Louisiana
Shaney Hill
Richard M Letlow
Boyd Padgett

Mississippi
Dr. John T. Giesemann

North Carolina
Nelson Brownlee
Jeff Carpenter
Ron Hughes
Diana Rashash
Charles M. Young

Oklahoma
Mick Jones
Gary Strickland

South Carolina
Daniel M Howard
Mark J Talbert

Tennessee
Emmanuel Bedwell
Keith Hart

Tim Roberts

Philip W. Shelby

Texas

Eddie Baggs

Rachel Williams Bauer
Mark Currie

Thomas Leroy
Rogelio Mercado
Curtis Preston

Virginia
Donald J. Davis
Cynthia L Gregg



Alabama
Claude E. Reeves
Michael D. Reeves

Arkansas
Sherry Beaty
Susan Scott,

Florida
Alejandro (Alex) Bolques
Jennifer Welshans-Pelham

Georgia

Jeremy Kichler
Wade Parker
Michael Wheeler

Kentucky
Brandon Bell
Vicki Shadrick

Louisiana
David Bourgeois

Mississippi
Dr. John Anderson
Mike Howell

Mississippi
Dr. John Anderson
Mike Howell

North Carolina
Amy Andrews
Silas Brown
Keith B. Walters

South Carolina
Darren C. Atkins

Tennessee
Tracey Sullivan
Jeremy West

Texas
Samuel Gavito
Chad Gulley
Jay Kingston

Virginia
Bruce G. Jones
Glenn R. Slade






