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xtension developing the rain gardening 

program and last year pitched 
the idea of a Master Rain Gar­
dener program, much like the 

cisterns and the insta ation o 
rain gardens. 

The program features online 
instruction and a hartds-
on workshop to be held at 

Contact David Quick at 
843-937-5516. Follow him on
Twitter @DavidQuick.
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Vondom collaborates with 
international designers and 
architects on high-concept 
resin decor with an edge. That 
includes Ramon Esteve's geo­
metric Vela collection, which 
uses LED lighting in the bases, 
so seating and tables seem to 
float slightly at night, to ethe­
real effect. Planes and angles 
create sculptural pieces of art 
that are also a sunchair, bench 
and planter. 

Tropitone's Cabana Club col­
lection blends woven, metal 
and upholstery elements in 
roomy, contemporary seating 
inspired by luxe resorts in Bali 
and the Cote d'Azure. 

CB2's new outdoor collec­
tion includes Ceci Thompson's 
French Riviera-inspired ma­
hogany and cabana-striped 
sofa. A daybed poises slim 
cushions on an iron frame 
given a rich golden glaze. 

European midcentury mod­
ern looks are also finding their 
way outdoors. For Gloster, 
Petersen's chic, minimalist 
Blow side table perches a sliver 
of teak on a smoke, coffee or 
emerald-hued ceramic base. 

Many designers' patterns 
dispel the notion that outdoor 
furniture should be printed 
with tropical motifs. 
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more susceptible to disease, 
encourages weed growth, 
and results in runoff into 
nearby storm drains. And, 
let's not forget the impact of 
high water bills on our wal­
lets. 

Use a rain gauge to monitor 
rainfall or take an evening 
stroll across the lawn and 
check to see if you leave 
"footprints," a sign that 
lawns may need supplemen­
tal irrigation. 

Water deeply, not daily 
Unless you are establish­

ing a new lawn, don't water 
daily. Water deeply but in­
frequently to promote a deep 
root zone that can better 
access soil moisture. In sum­
mer months, lawns need ap­
proximately 1inch of rainfall 
per week or you will need to 
irrigate. 

To irrigate, apply 0.5 inch 
of water twice a week for 
lawns in sandy soils; apply 
1 inch of water once a week 
for lawns in clay-ey soils. If
you can easily press the tip of 
a screwdriver several inches 
into the soil, you'll know it is 
well-watered. 

Set your alarm early 
and plan to turn on your 
sprinkler before 10 a.m. 
in the morning to reduce 
the amount of water lost to 
evaporation. 

Water testing 
As water comes in contact 

with minerals in the soil, or­
ganic matter, and microbes, 
the amount of salt and nu­
trients present will vary. Too 
many or too few of any of 
these in your irrigation water 
can prove harmful to the 
lawn. If your irrigation sys-

tern is tied into a pond or a 
well, have an irrigation water 
test performed. Bring a pint­
size sample of your water to 
your local Extension office 
and ask for the "Special Test." 
This test provides informa­
tion on any water quality 
concerns and your Extension 
agents can provide next steps 
to help protect your lawn in­
vestment. 

Calibrate your sprinkler 
Calibrate your sprinklers 

to ensure you aren't over, or 
under, watering your lawn. 
Place empty food cans at ran­
dom locations around your 
sprinkler heads in your yard. 
Calculate the average water 
collected (in inches) after 
running your sprinkler for 
15 minutes. 
Multiply that number by 

four to find out how many 
inches of water are being 
applied per hour via your ir­
rigation system. 
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If establishing a new 
landscape, consider more 
drought-tolerant options. 

Zoysiagrass and bermudag­
rass are the most drought­
tolerant turf grasses for 
our coastal communities. 
Alternatively, abandon turf 
grass all together and create a 
flowering meadow, perennial 
shade garden, or backyard 
greenscape with native plants 
that are well-adapted to our 
soils and climate. Once es­
tablished, these landscapes 
have lower irrigation and 
fertility needs. 

V isit the Home and Gar­
den Information Center at 
https://hgic.clemson.edu or 
call your local county Exten­
sion office for more infor­
mation on these and other 
practices. 

Guinn Wallover is a Natural 
Resources Extension agent 
for the Clemson Extension 
Service. 
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