‘ IR VIEW
3chind the seenes in your own backyard

the...Christmas bit young to :nave the wealth of pecan knowledge he
alpaca poo? displayed on our tour, but he earned it fair and square
with a lifetime of helping his dad and granddad. He

even chuckled when he told our group about receiving

Have you every stopped to smell
zees, pecans, orchids, strawberries, wine,
kay, maybe not the poo. What I mean is have you

ver taken notice of all the things we produce here
2 Newberry County? We have a wonderful array of a check for his work and how hard it was for a seven-

s-oducts and services right here in our own backyard. year-old to cash a check. He beamed with pride as he
Unfortunately, many of our youth — scratch that — told the history of his family’s company and showed
any of us have never taken the opportunity to see off old black and white photos to the kids. Smith

shat these products and services are all about. Since  Pecan Shelling Company, located at 843 Fair Street in
sublic schools let out early the Tuesday before Newberry (near ISE), cracks, shells, and sells
Thanksgiving, Newberry County 4-H decided pecans and hulls. They don’t have to be local

| ceize that opportunity. After all, “idle hands nuts, but they do have to be fresh. And they

» the devil’s workshop” my momima used to must be pecan: d us through the

ay Walitia

2. We set up a Fall Mini Ag Tour, offering a STOCess, Sh 5 11s how these old (but better
than newiangled) machines work before lettin:

~hind the scenes look at some of this season’s
ust haves: Christmas trees and pecans. We
e welcomed at a local Christmas tree farm

the kids sort through a pan of nuts and shells to
get a taste of a fresh pecan. As they chewed and

1d a pecan shelling facility. 'm guessing some  Alana sorted, he showed them one of those antique

ding this didn’t know we had one, of West pecan crackers we all remermber our grandpar-

f you rea
, of those here in Newberry. The tour took ~ Contributing ent’s having (I still have one). They giggled.
Becatse who needs an antique pecan cracker

locals, youth and adults, 4-H membership Columnist
when you have Smith Pecan Shelling Company

st required, for the cost of one non-perishable
sod item per person — to be donated to a in your own backyard.
jeal food pantry. Our first Mini Ag Tour was a Success. We are
for the number of small businesses

Shine and Lee’s Christmas trees, locatedonUS  extremely thankful

fighway 76 heading towards Clinton, holds a special  in our small town that are willing to give usa behind

ace In my heart. It was once the daycare I atten.ded the scenes look at what they do to provide us with

sa tot. To me, I still smell cow patties and see kids  \hat we love. By no means are Shine and Lee’s and

ving Kkites in aﬁeld that is now filled Wlth Leyla_md Smith Pecans all Newberry offers. NEWbBITY County

spress and Fir trees. But I suppose raising Christ- 4. hopes to make these tours a regular opportunity
ful than raising kids. They for locals. Jf you have an idea for a tour stop feel free

as trees is less stressiul ib
it talk back or want their teeth pulled and nails to let us know. We'll investigate. In the meantime, for

tEd' _Shine a_nd Lee have m?de Christmas trees more information on 4-H, please contact Newberry
eir retirement plan qu have mcludgd their fam- County 4-H Agent Alana West at the Newberry Clem-
in the process. This isn't the first time they have son Extension Office: awillin@clemson.edu or 803-

slcomed 4-H on site to show us How these trees are
i : 276-1091 x142.
5 shaped, cut, jiggled (probably not the correc‘_t Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service
nology), netted, and loaded onto the top of Wal  ffers jts programs to people of all ages, regardless of
national origin, disability,

der identity,

on wagons. Shine even let the kids help make 1 sy

land, and swag before adding ribbons race, 010, gendet, Ie gIon, Az
. names to see '%vho got to take the fresh, ﬁﬂ;ﬂeﬁsﬁ S‘;ﬁa&:;?}:t;t iea? i
tions home for the holidays. After grabbing o plover Y qUIOPR

of cocoa and thanking the farmers and
he Newberry County 4-H Agent, she can be reached at

piled into cars to head for our next stop: Alana West is t
803-276-1091

1 Shelling Company. Clay Smith seems a




