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WHAT'S IN YOUR BALE?



Outline Visual Analysis Of Bale
Is what you see what you get?

How to Take a Forage Sample
Anyone can take a forage sample, how do you take
a GOOD forage sample?

Reading the Forage Analysis
What's it all mean, anyway?



Visual
Analysis

What does good hay
look like? 
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How do you know if all
nutritional requirements are

being met? 



Feed Test!
Identify gaps in the nutrition
Avoid problems caused by mineral
deficiencies
Prevent issues with toxicity 
Develop appropriate rations
Make feeding more economical
Price hay correctly when selling/buying

Reasons to test your feed:
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
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Things to
Remember

Get a
Representative
Sample
Minimum of 10% of the lot

Get a big enough
sample
At least 250 g - 3/4 gallon
zip top bag

Label Bags
Accurately
Type of forage, name of lot



Which Test
Package?
Midwest Labs
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Package?
Dairyland Labs
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https://www.beefresearch.ca/research/feed-value-estimator.cfm



Approximate Requirements for Different Classes of Cows



What if Our Hay
Isn't Good
Enough???



Questions?

406-271-4054

adriane.good@montana.edu


