
Week Day ___________ Day ___________

1 ❑ Check moisture/add as 
needed

❑ Check and record 
temperature

❑ Turn fresh piles*

❑ Check moisture/add as needed
❑ Check and record temperature
❑ Turn fresh piles*

2 ❑ Check moisture/add as 
needed

❑ Check and record 
temperature

❑ Turn fresh piles*
❑ Turn older piles**

❑ Check moisture/add as needed
❑ Check and record temperature
❑ Turn fresh piles*

3 ❑ Check moisture/add as 
needed

❑ Check and record 
temperature

❑ Turn fresh piles*

❑ Check moisture/add as needed
❑ Check and record temperature
❑ Turn fresh piles*

4 ❑ Check moisture/add as 
needed

❑ Check and record 
temperature

❑ Turn fresh piles*
❑ Turn older piles**

❑ Check moisture/add as needed
❑ Check and record temperature
❑ Turn fresh piles*

5 ❑ Check moisture/add as 
needed

❑ Check and record 
temperature

❑ Turn fresh piles*

❑ Check moisture/add as needed
❑ Check and record temperature
❑ Turn fresh piles*

*Fresh Piles = material is less than one month old (turn 2x/week)
**Older Piles  = material is more than one month old (turn 2x/month)

Monthly Compost Management Checklist
To be completed 2x/week, 3-4 days apart

Is the internal temp between 130-160?

No, it is 
below 

130

Yes
No, it is 
above 

160

Perfect!

Is the pile 
dry?

Add water to 
achieve a 
spongy 

consistency

Is there a lot 
of bedding in 

the pile?

Add nitrogen 
as fresh 

manure or 
fertilizer

Is the pile 
small?

Add to pile and 
recheck temperature 

in one week

Call your County 
Extension Agent for help

Is the pile 
large?

Split into 
two  

smaller 
piles and 

turn

Turn Pile
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Troubleshooting Temperature


