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Giftable amarylhs

A s the holiday season approaches, what’s on
A the menu is in focus more than what's in the
. garden. However, indoor plants and gifts
can bnghten the season and keep gardeners’ thumbs
green. If you cannot be with loved ones this year,
one plant that ships exceptionally well and provides
cheerfulness after the presents are all unwrapped is
amaryllis. An amaryllis also makes a thoughtful host-
 ess gift at Thanksgiving,

Derived from the Greek amarysso,
meaning “to sparkle]” amaryllisiis the
common name for plants in the Hip--
peastrum genus, There is also a genus
Ammaryllis, which, confusingly, is not
the same plant. The large, fat bulbs
of amaryllis are easy to find this time
of year in grocery stores, garden cen-
ters, big box stores and online retail
STEPHANIE  offerings. Bulbs come loose, in a'kit,
TURNER or potted, and take about six to eight
oy weeks to bloom. The bulb should
exmingon ey e firm and fi:eg from mo'ld< growtl').
———————— Plant amaryllis in a container that is
only slightly larger than the bulb, with the top one-
third to one-half of the bulb exposed above the soil.
Water about once per week, taking care not to pour
water directly on top of the center of the bulb. Place
in a bright, sunny window and occasionally rotate
the plant to keep the stalk from leaning dramatically
towards the light.

Don't be disturbed by the time. commitment. Ama- o

ryilis biilbs are easily maintaitied and produce impres
- sively grand blooms for minimal effort Amaryllis
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