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Situation

The importance of conducting a bug and wildlife camp for youth lies in
Its potential to inspire and educate the next generation. Engaging young
students through university-based outreach activities, particularly
entomology day camps, provides invaluable opportunities for them to
Interact with nature and develop an interest in environmental education
and entomology. These programs extend beyond academic learning,
aiding in the development of crucial life skills and fostering social bonds
among participants, which can ease their transition to higher-grade
levels and potentially lead them towards careers in science, such as
entomology or horticulture.

Objectives

Ensure that at least 90% of youth participating in the Wildlife &
Invasive Species Education™ (WISE) Kids program significantly
enhance their knowledge in a minimum of three specific areas of
entomology. This will be assessed through a practical onsite evaluation
method, which includes interactive activities and raising of hands to
measure understanding and engagement. The hands-on activities will
be desighed to provide practical experience and reinforce learning,
ensuring that participants can apply their knowledge effectively. The
goal is to foster a deep understanding and appreciation of
entomology, equipping youth with the skills and knowledge necessary
for further exploration in the field.
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n accordance with Federal law and U_S. Department of onforme a la ley federal y las politicas y regulaciones de
_ — I Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this derechos civiles del Departamgnto de.Ag!'i(:tha de los
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, N Estados Unidos (USDA), esta institucion tiene prohibido

color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and reprisal or iation iscriminar por de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, edad,
for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all discapacidad, venganza o por actividades r
en el pasado relacionadas con los derechos civiles (no todos los
principios de prohibicion aplican a todos los programas).
Laumotmacséqde!pmgr?mpuedestard-soonbleenwos
means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, :Ne n;;nefm m:de‘n:%?oonLisnp;um akcg‘ng;ivos p;ra
large print, audiotape, and American Sign Language) should obtener informacion sobre el programa (por ejemplo, Braille, letra
contact the responsible State or local Agency that administers agrandada, grabacion de audio y lenguaje de sefias americano)
* . ® o the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice deben comunicarse con la agencia estatal o local responsable que
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at administra el programa o con el TARGET Center del USDA al (202)
) 877-8339. 720-2600 (voz y TTY) o comunicarse con el USDA a través del
Servicio Federal de Transmision de Informacion al (800) 877-8339

programs.)

Program information may be made available in languages other
than English. Persons with disabilities who require altemative

To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should e e e
complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Para presentar una queja por dlw““'“?dm enel prograrv\@el
Complaint Form, which can be obtained online, at reclamante debe completar un formulario AD-3027, Formulario de
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WIIdl lfe S I nVUSIve s BCles Educutlﬂn i g o o AR T - ::USDA‘qwse
discrimination-complaint-form. pdf, from any USDA office, by "
. — usda. sites/default/files/documents/t ram-
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. g - ntform an quier oficina del USDA,

= iScrimi jaint-! g
The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, % .
8 ~ ¥ . llamando al (866) 632-9992, o escribiendo una carta dirigida al
telephone number, and a written description of the alleged USDA. La ca(lna <)Jebe contener el nombre, la direccion y el
discrimi . ‘

riminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant nimero de teléfono del reclamante, y una d océn #a de
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an la supuesta accion
alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or discriminatoria con suficiente detalle para informar al Subsecretario
letter must be submitted to USDA by: de Derechos Civiles (ASCR, por sus siglas en inglés) sobre la

o mail: naturaleza y la fecha de la presunta violacion de los derechos
U.S. Department of Agriculture civiles. La carta o el formulario AD-3027 completado debe enviarse
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights al USDA por medio de:
1400 Independence Avenue, SW correo postal:
ashington, D.C. 2025 10; or us. t of Agriculture p
e of it fi I Rigl
fax: 1400 | Al , SW
(833) 256-1665 or 7442; i 0"

Ul | UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

An Equal Opportunity Institution.

Methods

WISE Kids conducted a diverse array of outreach activities across
various venues, including daycare centers and day camps. Through
Interactive sessions, participants delved into urban entomology,
Insect sampling techniques, disease-carrying arthropods, external
anatomy, and native wildlife education. A cohort of 27 youth
participants from one class underwent a thorough evaluation across
three distinct events, incorporating engaging hands-on activities.
Live and preserved native insects and arthropods were used to
provide an immersive learning experience. Additionally, preserved
specimens of invasive species such as the walking catfish (Clarias
batrachus) and Cane Toad (Rhinella marina) were utilized to highlight
the importance of understanding and managing invasive species. This
comprehensive approach ensured a well-rounded educational
experience, emphasizing the critical role of entomology and wildlife
education.

Results

The results demonstrate a remarkable achievement, with 100% of
the 27 youth participants exhibiting exceptional proficiency in three
fundamental domains of entomology and wildlife education. All
participants successfully identified bedbugs using a hands-on
identification practical with a miniature bed and strategically placed
bedbugs. They correctly differentiated between herbivores,
carnivores, and omnivores through practical exercises using different
animal skulls. Additionally, every participant accurately identified the
three main body parts of an insect and distinguished insects from
arachnids, as measured by a post-oral examination. These findings
highlight the participants’ skill in identifying urban pests,
differentiating various dietary categories among animals, and
recognizing key anatomical features of insects.
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