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Goals

* |Increase outreach efforts for the use of Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) strategies to control true
yam rust.

 Develop a targeted IPM plan for true yam farmers in
Puerto Rico to avoid further crop losses caused by
true yam rust (TYR).

True Yam Rust

One of the major limitations in the production of commercial
quality true yams in Puerto Rico is the Tue Yam Rust (TYR)
caused by Goplana dioscorea.

Pictures TYR In Dioscorea alata.

* TYR can cause yield losses due to a significant reduction
In tuberization since it significantly affects the foliage.

» Severe attacks of the disease cause significant crop loss.

* Due to the impact that this disease has on local farms, it
IS necessary to implement measures to prevent its
dispersion and establish a management plan.

Damage on stems, and leaves

Intervention Strategies

Educate farmers in the management of emerging new pests
in true yam crops.

Through in-person visits farmers will understand the
importance of IPM for true yam rust.

Developed a newsletter for farmers and extension agents
with specific recommendations for TYR management.

Lead two workshops in the south-east part of the island at
the beginning of each planting season with
recommendations and hands-on demonstrations of research-
based practices.

One-on-one farm workshops about new findings and
techniques for TYR management.

Developed a series of workshops for extension agents and
other University of Puerto Rico staff.

Established collaborations with local farmers around the
island to strengthen ties with the university and extension.
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Extension and Outreach Strategies
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We surveyed true yam growers about their concerns
and current practices for the management of TYR.

We where part of the development of a
workshop for Extension Agents in Puerto Rico.

Workshops for Farmers
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Plagas y Enfermedades

We organized two trainings where growers learned about crop management and evidence-
based |IPM strategies for True Yam Rust.

Publications and Extension Materials
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Ante la identificacion de La roya del Aame en Puerto Rico,
somelemos recomendaciones para el manejo de esta enfermedad.
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Newsletter with IPM Strategies for TYR
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Conclusion

* |n-person, in-farm targeted workshops are effective ways to promote changes in the true yam
management due to the presence of TYR.

* Most of the participants of this education effort have adopted at least one of the
recommendations for TYR management.

* Farmers who developed and adopted the recommended IPM strategies for TYR have been
achieving good productions of true yam, even under the presence of the TYR.
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