
Sumter County, Florida, is home to a significant percentage of The Villages, which is identified as one of the largest retirement communities in 
the country and growing exponentially. Most of the residents are from other states or countries and are unaware of Florida’s fragile ecosystem 
and water resources, including those found in Sumter County.  New Residents may not have had irrigation before, managed warm season turf, 
and used landscape plants often not found in other states . WISER Lawn and Landscape Programs for New Residents cover the nine principles of 
Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM found at https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/about-ffl/9-principles/.

WISER RESULTS

Over 25% of residents who attended WISER Lawns & 
Landscapes Programs for New Residents have 
implemented irrigation, pesticide and fertilization best 
management practices.  These changes in behavior have 
led to significant conservation and protection of water.
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WISER CONCLUSIONS

33%

Participants who changed water practices resulted in water 
savings that demonstrated an estimated water savings of 
3,049,913 gallons of water, a value of $10,552.

Participants changed pesticide use by identifying a pest 
before spraying, and

Reading a pesticide label before applying the product

Participants changed fertilizer practices by minimizing 
fertilizing in the winter, and

Use a slow or controlled release fertilizer on landscape 
plants

58%

27%

46%

32%

Twenty-five percent of participants attending one of two 
monthly offered two-hour WISER Lawns and Landscapes for 
New Residents workshops will be able to demonstrate 
change of  water savings, pesticide and/or fertilizer best 
management practices as determined by a Qualtrics survey.
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Attract Wildlife

IPM – Manage Yard Pests 
Responsibly

Soils – Test, Fertilize Appropriately & 
Mulch

Efficient Watering

Right Plant, Right Place

WISER Lawns and Landscapes Program 
recommends soil testing for pH and soil fertility . 

Participants (32%) agreed to 
use a slow-release fertilizer.  
Image Credit: UF/IFAS 
Extension. 

Participants (27%) 
identify pests before 
spraying. Image credit 
Lisa Sanderson

FOCUS
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