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Introduction
A new company in Ohio 

contracting malting barley with 

Ohio growers to supply a 

proposed malting house has 

increased interests in growing 

malting barley.  Malting barley 

production is risky, as it 

requires careful management 

to maximize yield while 

maintaining quality. Contracts, 

insurance, and financial 

planning help minimize 

marketing and financial risks. 

In order to reduce financial 

risk, OSU Extension educators 

worked with local barley 

producers to benchmark actual 

production costs. In a series 

of face-to-face meetings, 

growers shared their yields 

and costs to develop a malting 
barley budget

Methodology

A. Retool a current Ohio 

Wheat production budget to 

reflect revenue and inputs 

costs differentials 

associated with a similar 

small grain such as malting 

barley

B. Search the literature of 

nearby states that  produce 

malting barley

C. Survey a group of Ohio 

producers currently 

growing the crop on a 

limited number of acres

D. Convene producers, 

malting barley buyer and 

commodity group to go 

over and discuss the 

production budget

Ohio Crop 
Production 
Budgets at 

https://farmoffice.
osu.edu

North Central Risk 
Management Education

(http://extensionrme.org/)

Cornell and  
Michigan State 

University  
Small Grains 

Programs

Northwest 
Ohio Barley 

Growers 
Cohort

Zoom Call with 
Extension 

Educators, malt 
growers and 
malt buyer to 
confirm and 
clarify the 

budget 
numbers

Presented draft 
budget at the 
First Annual 

Wheat and Barley 
Virtual Summit 

sponsored by the 
Ohio Small 

Grains Council 

Data Collection 

Conclusions

Production Budgets are based off representative 

average input costs.  Individual farmer data provides a 

better idea on the profitability of a malting barley crop in 

Ohio. 

Land costs are different for every farm and area of Ohio.  

It is always the fixed cost that generates the most 

discussion

Malting barley grown on contract must meet malting 

grade specifics to be a viable alternative to wheat in 

Ohio, thus more input costs associated with fungicide 

application to avoid  fusarium head scab  and possible  

DON (vomitoxin)

Malting barley harvest is 10-14-days earlies than wheat, 

thus giving growers additional growing days and higher 
yield potential for double crop soybeans.

http://extensionrme.org/

