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Abstract

The State of Florida projects its pop-
ulation of 20 million to grow to 26
million over the next two decades,
increasingly taxing available water
resources and polluting surface and
ground waters. FFL provides
educational outreach to homeown-
ers through its Florida Yards &
Neighborhoods program and to
commercial landscape professionals
through the Green Industries Best
(GI-BMP)

program. These programs promote

Management Practices
guality landscapes through appro-

priate landscape design, while
reducing nonpoint source pollution
through reduced water, fertilizer

and pesticide use.
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Methods

1) UF/IFAS administers FFL, with
funding from the Florida
Department of Environmental
Protection and the US Environmen-

tal Protection Agency.

2) FFL provides educational out-
reach to residents, homeowners,
builders and developers through
its Florida Yards & Neighbor-
hoods program and to commer-
cial landscape professionals
through the Green Industries
Best Management Practices (Gl-
BMP) program that emphasizes
water conservation and the re-
duction of nonpoint source wa-
ter pollution through reduced
water, fertilizer and pesticide

usSe.

3) Statewide Extension Agents
and Master Gardeners engage
citizens to implement landscape
and water sustainability practices.

4) Professional programs offered in
multiple languages: English, Spanish
and Creole.
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A GRASS-ROOTS RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM THAT PROMOTES
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Educate clients about effective irrigation

Educate clients about the importance of IPM

Consider using GI-BMPs to be a cost-effective

Explain to coworkers and/or employees why
following the GI-BMPs is important

Florida-Friendly
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GIBMP Program Results

GI-BMP Certification by Training Method
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Reported Change in Fertilizer, Pesticide and
Irrigation Practices After GI-BMP Training

m Always - BEFORE Training  m Always - AFTER Training

Apply no more than % to % inches of water

perimigation event. 76%

Use soil moisture or other sensing devices to
nsure effective water use.

Calibrate rain shut-off devices and/or other
automated methods to manage irrigation.

64%

Reset irrigation controllers/timers seasonally. 79%

Perform spot treat when appropriate. 87%

Use IPM to determine pest control method(s). 84%

Establish fertilizer-free buffer zones around

water bodies. 86%

Use soil test results to determine fertilization
needs.

Use weather forecasting information to plan a
fertilization schedule.

77%
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Reported Change in Attitude and
Communication After GI-BMP Training

m Always - BEFORE Training  m Always - AFTER Training

Educate clients about proper mowing
practices

management 72%

way of doing business 5%

79%
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