GROWING TOGETHER FROM A DISTANCE: CENTRAL FLORIDA LIVESTOCK AGENTS SEIZE ON
OPPORTUNITIES TO VIRTUALLY PROGRAM TOGETHER DURING ERA OF PHYSICAL SEPARATION
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The Central Florida Livestock Agent’s Group (CFLAG) is a professional organization of
Extension Agents who work in Central Florida and frequently collaborate to provide cross- When Covid-19 brought in-person meetings and programs to a

county programming to shared clientele. In “normal” times they met quarterly to program halt, the members of CFLAG transitioned to weekly online
plan in person and put on several hallmark programs each year including the Spring meetings using the MS Teams platform. They used this time to
Ranchers Forum, the Equine Institute, the Small Ruminant Production Conference, and the strategize ways to meet their clients ongoing using new methods,

Beef Cattle Reproduction Management School. to develop online programs, to shore up their online presence,

and to brainStorm as a team.
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A survey of CFLAG members who
attended weekly meetings (n=8) reported
that as a result of their attendance they...
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NEWS YOU CAN USE: What to Expect from our New

Administration and the 117th Congress

The American Farm Burean Federation recently hosted their 102nd anmual
onvention virtually this year. This was the first time in the convention’s history that it was not held
\ person. The convention covered four days and brought together farmers, ranchers, and mdustry
perts from across the conntry to discuss the top issnes facing agnicnltare. While the induostry
formation was very educational and broaght to life a number of ideas for producers, I wounld say a
nber of people jodned this convention eager to hear what imformation and msight the American
m Eurean Federation had in regards to our new administration and the
b Congress. Hopefully you were able to attend, if not here some key topics covered during the
EntIom.

(y Were collaborating more with their
(’ colleagues

rasing Markets Abroad. Three key take home messages - £1. Hold China to their

iftment to the China Phase i trade agreement. £2. Look to Southeast Asia, the United

¥m, and Africa for frade markets. 3. Increase trade deals such as the United States-Mexico-
V(USHCA). Click to learn more abomat USHCA

wsible Agriculture Labor Reform. Farmers and ranchers need a dependable, skilled

. 6 ®. Farm work is not easy, work is often seasonal and temporary, and fewer Americans are MNews You Can Use..............1,5
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One of the fruits that came out of the weekly CFLAG meetings was a
0/ Felt better equipped to serve their new team newsletter, the Central Florida Ag Masters, which allows
, agents to increase the quality and depth of their writing by having each
0 clients agent take turns authoring articles in their area of expertise.




