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“Just don’t break the law.”: Virtual Pesticide CEU Classes at the Dawn of COVID

M. Smith*, smith197@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Sumter, Pasco and Hernando; B. Moffis, burnb48@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Lake; M. Pinkerton, morgan0402@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Seminole; J.
Popenoe, jpopenoe@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Orange, Lake and Marion; G. Ricketts, gricketts@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension St. Lucie; C. Rutherford, crut@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Osceola, N. Samuel,
nsamuel@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Sumter; K. Stauderman, kstauderman@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Volusia; H. Wooten, hwooten@ufl.edu, UF/IFAS Extension Orange
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¢ The COVID-19 pandemic shut down Florida’s pesticide
licensing and testing program. o I = =

ﬁ Matt Smith (Host, me) o O rA

Norma Samuel (Co-host) B & § [

@ David Moore (Guest) 0 rA

¢ Farmers, ranchers, landscapers, natural resource

m Nathaniel Whigham (Guest) 9 rA

conservationists, and others found themselves unable to

@ Quincy Smith (Guest) 0 rA

m Allan Winter (Guest)

obtain the Continuing Education Units (CEUS) required

Andrew Winchester (Guest)

to maintain their licenses.

Anthony Townsend (Guest)

m Arce Powell (Guest)

¢ One major landscaping license requires training before
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testing, resulting in hiring freezes for those waiting to - 9 | R g

obtain licenses.

From Anthony Townsend to Everyone:

So far | personally find it very
useful and insightful

.—l From Eric stroble to Everyone:

Major Pests and Stressors of Ornamentals ki .
Plants et st

will do well during testing.
From Gregory Kea to Everyone:

Methods

¢ The Central District Pesticide Training Team, in close

concert with the Florida Department of Agriculture &
Consumer Services and the UF/IFAS Pesticide
Information Office, immediately modified teaching and
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Going virtual not only allowed pesticide applicators to maintain their licenses while offices were closed, but also opened up

attendance verification methods to exist within the classes to students throughout the state. Here, a class is given to a company with offices across throughout the FL peninsula. e B ok B
Zoom videoconferencing platform. s At a Virtual CEU Day, students learn to match
increasing pesticide risks with proportionate PPE .

¢ Materials were developed to teach students how to use

Zoom ahead of the class.
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¢ Presentations were modified as needed
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Welcome, Introductions, & Housekeeping

¢ Each class was taught by at least two people: one
speaker and one IT coordinator who solved IT issues and

Laws, Regulations, & Pesticide Safety
BREAK

monitored the chat for questions.

Weed Classification & Herbicide Technology

A and B. Lyle Buss, UF/IFAS (hands on weed ID™ 15 minutes)

C. Stephen Luk, Toronto
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Major Pests & Stressors of Ornamental Plants

¢ Continual attendance must be verified in order for

Regular communication with students in the form of
polls and quizzes verified student participation.

students to receive CEUs. Attendance verification for

each module was solved with a combination of time-

Calculations & Equipment Calibration

Lawn and Ornamental Information

limited actions to be performed by attendees. These
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@ Matt Smith (Host, me)

¢ A host of backup measures were developed to ensure
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technical difficulties/limitations would not affect

. Donna Torrey (Co-host) S % rA

attendance verification, including direct contact with the B ooy rets conoy @ F

IT Coordinator_ @ Norma Samuel (Co-host) & B A
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From Michelle Westgate to Everyone: 11:59 AM
The online class is great, thank you.

Needed these 4 CEUs and it is perfect at
home

Results o , \. |
" Animage from a class advertisement along with a class schedule. Close work

. with the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services ensured that
class materials and scheduling remained within legal CEU requirements.

¢ 193 people attended virtual pesticide classes April-
November 2020

From Norma Samuel to Everyone: 12:00 PM

Michelle, you are very welcome

From Denna Torrey to Everyone: 12:00 PM
| think these online trainings are great!
Can't wait to try it.
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¢ 76% attended for license renewal CEUs to maintain
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employment. 28% reported salary increases.

¢ Year-to-year surveys showed no loss of knowledge gain Sometimes there’s no replacement for a whiteboard.

moving to the virtual format.
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The Central District Pesticide Training Team thanks the UF/IFAS Extension Northeast Green Team Commercial Horticulture Group (Erin Harlow, Duval County; Tatiana Sanchez, Alachua County; Rebecca Jordi, Nassau County; Jim DeValerio, Bradford County; Terra Freeman, St. Johns County; Nichelle Demorest, Columbia County; Wayne
Hobbs, Clay County; Prissy Fletcher, Putnam County) for use of their Limited Pesticide Presentations for some limited pesticide license training classes. An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS Extension, University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, Thomas A. Obreza, Interim Dean and Director for UF/IFAS

Extension. Single copies of UF/IFAS Extension publications (excluding 4-H and youth publications) are available free to Florida residents from county UF/IFAS Extension offices.



